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PRQF. FAIRBANK' Ladies and‘gentlamen, I am
John Falrhank, representlng Harvard University.

Harvard has called this, press: conference and

Ls extrem&ly glad that Secretary KLSSlnger is able to

come hera today, because we have an interest in East

Asla that we think is absolutely essentlal to develop in the

publlc xnterest. ‘the Secretary is helping us 1q-thls way

at our raquast We appreciate it very much. I hope each of you
will 1dant1£y your paper as you ask questions. -

Q Mr. Secretary, what is this Admlnlstratlon

doing at this moment to secure a final accounting of

American servicemen missing in action in. Southeast Asia._ahdf

also a comment from Vou on the cooneratlon oF\the Dresent

governmant in Viet-Nam on this matter’l

A (Secratary Kissinger) We have made it clear to
‘the Go#érnmént of Viet-Nam that progress towards normalization
and progress towards better relations with the United

States absolutely depends on an accounting for the missing:

in actinn. ‘we are prepared to discuss this with the

‘Vletnamese. We've had diplomatic¢ exchanges in Paris,

~_ No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-352-3-7-0
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and we expéct to start some discussions with them in
the near future on that subject.
- Now, so far, the Vietnamese Government has not

been paxticularly cooperative. They have been feeding

:1;féﬁfﬁaieéfﬁd"ihﬁluéncé”particularddecisionsp_butﬁwe

s b e — it

think that as a question of principle we cannot let the
Vietﬁamese.ﬂovernment blackmail Américan families with an
anguish~£h§t has been going ch for years, in order to
do sémething that they should have done under the Armistice

Agreement to begin with. :

So we hope that in the future that we will get

a complete accounting for the Missing in Action and that

will then permit progress towards normalization.

Q  Just a follow up on that: = Is this
Administrétion prepared to veto the entrance of *the Government
of Viet ﬁaminto the United Nations until this matter
is resolved?

o A‘ .‘Well, we have vetoed iﬁ before.- We have

made it clear that we would veto it before, and the President

Cede e L e — - an s sE e mam rwre - -

Q Mr. Secretary, how is the State Department

- No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-352-3-7-0



‘explosion of_that airliner is totally f_‘a'_'__l_‘sg_.___'

No Objectlen To Deciassﬁ cation in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-352-3-7-0
. 518/116

3

-

statemanﬁ‘ﬁhat his country is cancelling the 1973 Sky-
jacking Agreemedt with the United States?

A First, in my speech to the United Nations

- I condemned terrorism as an instrument of national policy

pursued by any hatidn, for WhateVer cause. The United States

is not gnggged in any activity of this kind, and the charge o

fby'Fi&EldéQEEEEMEHEE“Eﬁé"ﬁhiﬁéduétates'cf'iis'gGVerﬁﬁénﬁ};éf‘_m

B

any agency of the government ‘had anything to do with the =~ '

. Secondly, we think that it is an act of complete

irresponsibility to encourage hijacking at this moment

at a time when the -~ when one of the biggest of human

problems is the taking of hostages that cannot possibly

influence political decisions or foreign policy decisions.

- e = R J— e — —

_And we have stated today.'an@ I repeat _

- e

again, thét we will hold the Cuban Government accountable

for any actlons that result from their dECl

;xQ Mr. K1551nger,__“f'”'

The Democratic Presidential nominee, Jimmy Carter, says

_ that;ﬁhan‘it cbmes to foreign policy that you, in fact, are

the fPfésident of the United States;in that particular

area that’you really have the réébonsiﬁiiitfﬁiﬁai'ﬁfééiﬁént |
Foxrd apparently has very little input in foreign policy
"’r-*’fNO ObjeCth%ﬂ To Declassification in Full 201 1/04!28 LOC-HAK-352-3-7-0
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matters. Could you respond to that?
A I will respond to that“question.

But could I ask you to

;_--_in your other

‘questions to leave them out of the partisan areas. You

can mgntion criticisms and ask me to comment on criticisms

but' dOn't get me into specific teferences to personalities.
.rin this particular case I think I would have to

say that this shows that Mr. Carter has more‘experianée as

a Governor than at the Federal level.

e e ——— N e e mw——uia = e —_——

There is no such thing <= Dean Acheson used to say

that there can be a strong President and a strong Secretary

‘of State as_long as the Sécretary of State knows who is

President.
| The final decisions are always made by the

President. I s2e the President three or four times a
wéek; I am on*EﬁE_telephone with hiﬁ constantly.
Thé:é,is.ﬁqimngr decision that is taken which is not
had;iEQVthe'PreSidéntl

In the day to day conduct of foreign policy
every Piesident has to delegate certain tactical decisions
to somebody -- to his Security Advisor, to his Secretary

of'szétg -- and that, too, has happened with every

. No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-352-3-7-0
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Praaidmnt in the post—war perlod President Ford

and I have had a very close worklng relatlonshlp and it

is in the nature of such a relatlonshxp that the poxnts

of view af'the two partners merge.

- But it is always Cl@ar who is the senior partner

]

. and who is the juniqr partner.

Q Mr. Secretary, isn‘t it true that in a
sense when President Ford admittedly made a blunder

,duilnq the second debate with Jimmy Carter on the Eastern

: Europaan situation, that that lndlcated that he waS;not‘

¥

on top of the situation == that he wasn 't aware fully

- of certaln foreign pollcy issues?

A No. That lndlcated that under the pressure

. of a debate he did not make a point as felicitously as he

. might have made it -- as he has since admitted.

Nobody who knows his fegord could believe
thé£7on this particular issue he did not know exactly what
the facts were. He had one thing in mind and he N
axpressed it in a ﬁéhﬁéf;EH£E creatéd the wrong impression

and he has stated that publicly and has clarified it.

But there was no misapprehension in his mind

 as to the presence of Soviet divisions in Eastern Europe
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" and we have been negotiating for years to reduce

the nﬁﬁbér of those divisions;_ahﬁ;hgﬁgégnpersonaliywm_m_ﬂm

visited three East European countries. _

Q Mr. President, L S
A I apprec1ate the promotion but --= [Laughter.]
there ‘s a constitutional prOVlSlon against it -- _
~,Q Mr. Secretary,  what was your reaction to

Carter 8 remarks on the Panama canal,mand has_tbat H_Mhm_#

affacted the negotlatxons in any way?

A Could you leave names out of these questions?

[Laughter ]

It has not affected ‘the negotiations Whlch

“are just on the verge of resuming.

We have stated repeatedly_ that with respect to

the Panama Canal it is not an issue between the United

e — b

fstates and_ ‘Panama. __ It is an issue of the-UnitEd'Sﬁatégf'

pos;tion with respect to the Western Hemisphere and
ultlmately with respect to all of the new natlons in -
‘the WOrld._m; N

If_ﬁﬁexé:'is a consensus in the Western Hemisphere

on aﬁy point, it is that the existing arrangements in

Panama are to be changed. And if the United States

. No Objectic_)n To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-352-3-7-0
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1y on the physical assertion of its power =-_

xelies si
which we-have, and of course we are stronger than Panama -=

then we‘aré going to mortgage the possibilities of a

e \ am————— b ————— R

more crea,tlve rglag;\tonsh;p in j;he Western Hemlsnhere.__

So therefore, the problem is whether we ‘can

assure aacqss through the Canal =~ free and unimpeded

S mmm e —t w—— e

access through the Canal -- by arrangements \different from

' those that now exist.
This'is the essence of the negotiation and
I do nmot think it helps to make extreme statements in

this regard.

7ﬁffAnY agreement that we make -- first of all, there's

e n hne e m—
———

e i e — —— - [

" no doubt == not one line of an agreement exists at this

moment- Once a concept of an agreement is agreed . ... o

to, it will be discussed with the Congress.

Once Eﬁa'Treatv exists, it will have to he’éﬁPIOVEd_bV

two thxrds of the Senate._

So there is plenty of opportunity for a full

dabaté and_it will take an overwhelmina ma1orltv to pass

it,--And‘we believe'thgt the negotiations are in the

" No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-352-3-7-0
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natioﬁ;l interest'and I believe that any President

.will come ta‘the same Cohclusion that every Présidént has

come'tq“since 1964, namely that theéa negotiations should

be continued and that all possibilities shoﬁld be

ekploréd. o |
‘-  Q - M;. Seéretary, could you tell us a littie

bitfabﬂﬁt'the Southeaét Asia "thference and why it is

important for you to be meeting with businessmen?

Yk

o

Will you give us a little bit of your concept of the role of

multinationals in East Asia?

A - Well,first of all, I am meeting with this
Confetence primarilybecause my friend John Fairbank-has
asked me to meet with it; And I did not call the
Conference nor did I have anything to do with the

membership of the Conference.

As I understood it, Harvard is calling a conference

. of Americans with interests in Asia and attempts to bring
thét grbup together with faculty members that have been
studying the problems of Asia.

| Now I believe that this is an excellent idea.
I think that Americans who are active in Asia ought
to undetstand the cultural, political and economic

- conditions of the area. And I believe that professors
...+.No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 - LOC-HAK-352-3-7-0
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who ap _sﬁudying the area can benefit from some of the
practical experiences‘which some 6f thése corporations
and othﬂrs'who are interested in the area have. I
have always believed that one of the problems in our
society is to brlng together those who have an

' opportunity to reflect about the problems with those
who - have to be active in the area.

So 1 have welcomad this opportunity and, as
you khew, I am speaklng OFF THE RECORD. I am not using
it to make any public pronouncement. I am doing it to
_help my former colleagues at Harvard and my old | |
institution to engage in a worthwhile program.

Q Mr. Secretary, could you please tell us
if yéu or President Ford have plans for visiting the
new Chinese leader at any time in the near future?

And cbuld you also give us your assessment of the kind of

relatlons we are llkely to have with the new governme.nt'p
-i' A There are no plans now for either President

Forﬁ or myself to visit China, because while we have

'_no doubt about  the election, there is a certain decorum

about making plans -- (Laughter) until the results are

clear.

No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-352-3-7-0



a3 R R

T S ST .

CaTiek 5 a

RN PSS S LA

. No Objection To Deciassificafion in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-352-3-7-0
10
wuip‘has heen more or less an annual event that

the Secretary of State would visit China at some point

during‘the year -- and that could happen, although no

‘plans. exist now.

There, are no plans whatever for the Presxdent

'to v131t China.h and there is somethlng to be said

for perhaps havan a return v131t at some point, or to
meet'at some other place.

But this, I think, has to be decided é%ter the
election. |

As for the impact of changes in leadership on
pclicy,'the lonqi;erm po;iéy of any Cbuntry,land
eséeéially of a country that moves with the care and
thoughtfulness of.the Peoples Republic of China
doesn't depend so much on personalities as on a '
perception of their interests and of their valués.

I think that the 5asic factors‘that brdught
the United States and China into contact w;th each other

are still operating and are likely to continue.

0f course personalities affect the style

of diplomacy and may affect how certain things are carried out,

No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-352-3-7-0
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but I dqg bf expect a fundamental change in the

relationship‘apd it is too early for us to
tell whathifferences of style might emerge.
Q’ Mr. Secretarv, in reference to South Africa,

why do’ you réfuse so far to meet with key African . -

llberatxan organizatlons, partlcularlv the African

Natlona1 gpggress and the Pan African Congress? And wny

do you schedﬁle mgetings-excluding‘these
spokeéper sors for the
African-people.in Namibia, Zimbabwe, and

South Africa?
.. A .. Let's separate the liberation movements

in Rhcéesia - gimbabwe -- from those in Namibia, for a
moment..
‘When I visited Africa in April, I met with the

"Presidents of the so-called "front line states". They

all felt at the time that the experience of Angola should

not be repeated. Thatis to say, they dld not want any of the

outside powers to back one Dartlcular 11beratlnn movement and

thereby get a fight started among the liberation movements.

I then agreed with President Nyerere and President

Kaunda and President Khama that the United States woula

not get in touch directly with the liberation movements

No Objection To Declassification in Full 201‘1/0‘4/28 : LOC—HAK—352—3—7-O
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in order to permit the African problems to be dealt

with by Africqns.

. And we agreed to deal with these liberation
movementsithrough the  front line P:esidenﬁs,
provided,that all other countries did the same.

) They have seen to it that‘theée liberation move-
ments wduld.not become the plaything of great power
rivalry and it is not failure to rédognizg these
movements -- it is, rather, our attempt to insﬁlate the
problem-from‘superpower rivalry.

- Now that ﬁhey are going to Geneva, we wili
of couréé deél with them and our whole policy has been
to put_thesa‘liberation movements into a position where they
‘could ﬁég@t;ate directly for the future of their own
country;h‘

| .With respect to the liberation movement in
Namibié, which is to say SWAPO. I have ﬁet with Nujomo
‘and my representatives have met with Nujomo.
:n that‘désé,'wé do not have the special conditions bf
many_m@vements, since as one movement he deals also with

Communist countries., And we deal with him and we have

recognigéd him as an important factof}—n as a key

R NQI Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-352-3-7-0
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faf”{#min the eegotiations. In fact.we are

just now waiting for him to come back to New York from

. Afxicaf before I have another meeting with him.

Wlth respect to -- again to the Rhod951an movements-

I .V%nt to repeat, we recognize _Eb@%_@_-_- We e

acceptgthem.' We do not want to choose amcng them.

That is to say, we want the Afri;an presidents and the
leaders, themselves, to detersing Ehéir ovn ralationshivs
but we will recognize them and we support them.

| Q  Well is it not a fact that the

State Bepartment has had a preference for Joshua Nkomo L

'ln Zimbabwe9 oo

A That is not a fact.
Q" That is not a fact.
A No. Nkomo was recognized by all of

the movements as the chief negotiator at the last

neguﬁiation, in February, which broke down.

At this moment, we are metlculously staylng away

from indicating any preference; and when Mr. T

Schaufele visted Salisbury he was in touch with Muzorewa

as well as with Nkomo, as well as with representatives of

 Mugabe.

“No Objection To Dedlassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-352-3-7-0
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‘Q' Mr. Kissinger, on the
hijadkﬂﬁ@-questién'do you feei at this
-point that these incidents of skyjacking will increase?

| And also what can the United States do about it

now ﬁhat.Castro has cancelled the arrangement?

A I don't want to speculate what exactly
Castro intends to do with this arrangement and what
it means with respect to his actual performance.
R Theoretically he could carry out the same
obligatlons, which is to say to return the :;::“' ;

- —o

skyjackers without havxng the formal obligation to do so.

15 he, however, dellbexately encouraqes SkV1aCK1ndq
-to‘cuba, it would be an act of extraordinary irresponsi-
fbilitf, beaause I think whatever the disputes between countric
may be, no country should use the suffering of‘innocent
people who, I repeat, have absolutelv no
‘pasgibility‘of affecting events for the sort of rivalrv

thaﬁ*naw exists.

No :;Objection To Declassification.in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-352-3-7-0
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What can the United States . do about that?

iﬂéll, I said we will hold them accountable.

What we w111 do we will have to study.

B

Q“ f Dr. KlSSlnger, because you are returnlng to
help Harvard for the East Asian Conference, would you .
give-any thought to returning to Harvard in any capacity
after youiéave-offige?

A . Well, this won't be a problem before 1981, so

Fr—

we will have many opportunities to discuss this. (baughter,)

‘Q 'Dr. Kissinger, last night the President said

that Jimmy“Carter had slandered the name of the United

States when ha criticized. American foreign policy under your—

self 1n the Ford Admlnlstratlon. How far can a Democratlc
candidate go‘in his criticism b&fore the President L

has to go '_run and hide behind the American flag to defend

against it.

A .¥Well,'I consider the office of the

Secretary oOf State essentially a non-partisan office;

and I think the candidates have to determine for
themselveé‘hoﬁ far they shoﬁld go and what they-can say.

“Q.‘ Mr. Secretary, in your answers you gave before
about staying on until 1981 --

?qn That was a joke. (Laughter.) ‘That was to

.No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-352-3-7-0
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demoraljze my staff.
" +Q° Does that mean you are prepared to stay with

President Ford if he is re-elected?

A No. I've sald repeatedly that elght years is a

long tlme -—‘especlally elght years as turbulent as these have

been é-<that I dld not want to state before the election was ove

'. what I would do before the President has talked to mé,

but that on the whole I‘thought that eight years is a long
time- 80 I have not made my fimal decision. I want to wait

untll the Presxdent has talked to me .

Q Mr. Kissinger, aren't you in fact saylng you'd
prefer to leave, although you will serve at his request if he's
re-elected? | _
A I haven't really stated what I will do

becauée I want to look at it under the conditions that
then exist, and I owe the President |
the oéportunity to discuss it wiﬁh me.
5 Q Is there any other job you prefer to také?
A No. |
Q Mr. Secretary, I'd like to ask you:

Is it true that -~ jis it possible that recent arms sales hy the

United States to Israel were motivated by political

considerations before the election?

_'_N:O Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-352-3-7-0
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']QWEll, I think the President has answered

this yestétdéf."These items have been Before the
' Administration for several months. They come up for
tan almost monthly review. And the President decided to
act because he thought, as he pointed out yesterday, that
it was in thg,best interests of the United States.

Qf Hr. Seéretary, I'd like to follow up on
Mr Krlmer.s questlon of before, since you sald your answer
to that was a goke. Taklng for granted that you
will at some pdint leave the State Department, would
you at\that:point consider returning to Harvard?ltAnd,
if so,.hata yoﬁ atiany time discussed that possibility
with any ﬁémbér 6f‘the Harﬁard administration?

A I haven't discussed it with ény member
of the Hathrd-administration, and I have really tdt
given any sYstematic'thought to what I'm going to do when
I leave this position.. I have taken the view,that.after
I've announced my resignation, or after the voters announce
ny resignation for me (laughter), I can then make the
tdecision on what I might want to do. But I think it's

lnappropriate for somebody in my offlce to discuss hls

future with anybody until he's resigned.

" No Objection To Declassification in Full 201 1/04/28 : LOC-HAK-352-3-7-0
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e Q Mr. Kissinger, I understand the Unitgd
States ié,iﬁvestigating the.cause of the crash of the
‘Cuban plane off Barbados. |

A Yesg,

| Q.. Can fou‘tell me who is doing the.investigating,
 -what the investigation has learned so far?

| A - To the best of my lnformatlon, we have
asked the CIA to check into it. I don't know whether
‘the FBI is making a formal inveétiqatioh of it. We have
offered the‘go§ernments concerned any assistance that
they migﬁt reqpest since it did not occur on Amefican
soil._rvﬁut I can state categorically that no official
of the Unlted States Government -- nobody paid by the
American Government nobody in contact thh the
; American,Government -= has had anything to do with this
crash'qfrthé airliner. We consider actions like this
totally reprehensible.

.- Q@  Mr. Secretary, speaking of the CIA, the CIA
‘has been accused by some Southeast Asia observers of
more Qr ies$ manipulating the recent military takeover
in Thailahd; Now, have the‘United States interests gone

so farigs to try to emulate the type of military dictatorship

\ .i"N'o: Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-352-3-7-0
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that was set up in Chile? Are we talking about that
topic?
A "Emulate," you mean? We have had absolutely

nothing to do.with the upheaval in Thailand, and therefore
there's no poinpleomparipg it with Chile. We had
‘absolutaly‘nothing ﬁo do wiﬁh it. We didn't know about
it beforehand. | |
‘:.Q Is Chile still an issue?
,A 'That depends with whom.
w: Q-\ With the United States, with the recent
car blow-up in Washington, D, C.? |
A | Well,_we of course ﬁotally condenn the
murder of f6rmer Ambassador Letelier, whom-I knew
personaliy and respected, even when we had our differences.
We have.ééan‘ﬁo evidence yet as to who'was-behind this
assassinAtion. But Qhoever was béhind it, it is an
absolutél?'butrageous act.
| Wé also had nothing to do -~ as the Church
Committee said -- with the overthrow of the Chilean
‘-Gévernment.‘ We had nothing to do with the military
junta tﬁ.at‘ éverthrew it.

Q Despite some of the evidence to the
No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-352-3-7-0
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CQntrarY?:

'  A fhe Church Committee made clear that
we had nothing to do with the military junta. What
wé were attempting to do was to strengthen the |
democ#atic parties, who in turn had nothing tordo with the
ovarthfomfof thé 19;6 eléction. That was a different matter.

R Qu Can we say without a doubt that the United

States had nothing to do with the recent bombing in
~ Washington, D.'C.? .

| A ‘You.mean of Letelier?

Q  Exactly. |
A Absolutely.
I't Q‘ Thank you.
R | You mentioned earlier that you're going
tb consider your fate following the electidn, and‘perhéps that
fate mith bé decided by the votefS. How much of an impact
do yoﬁ,yourselﬁ feel your performance during the last
eight years will have on this election?
.A _’Well, foreign policy is inevitably an

'issue iﬁ any eiection, and that's inevitable. These have
been eight turbulent yeafs; I.believe that they were the .
period in which we had to make the change from a belief

- No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-352-3-7-0
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..... .

Ln Ame&ican omnlpotence, 1n whlch we could overwhelm

T

every problem w1th our power, to a oerlod in which we
‘ENE to conduct foreign pollcy the way other natlons have

- had to conduct it throughout history -- with a

consclousness of a natlonal purpose, a ch01ce of means =-

‘ ehere we have had to establlsh new relatlonshlps w1th

| old allies, _open new relatlonships with old adversaries,
| llquidate vestlaes ofraVﬂar Whlch we found, and deal
sxmultaneously with a revolutlon that is represented

by these new natlons.

S - . 7 - .
£ h Ve

B I don t want to judge oyself how effectlvely
all of thle has been done, and I don't frankly belleve
. that candldates are 1n the best poSLtlon to judge that
| elther-jdalthough, ObVlouSlY, they_must make the;r
cases. ” |

ﬁ'_”ﬂe-wdli\leave-to history_what the ultimate
‘ assessﬁent 15; Bﬁt withoot doubt, an eight:ﬁee; reco;dm;oﬁﬂ
foreign pollcy will be subject to dlscu951on.

“Q | Will you be an asset to_Gexa;d Ford
._on Election Day or a‘liebility? | |
| '. ‘."A . I don t go 1nto the public opinion or
polling bds;ness, and I can't Judge it. My obllgetlon

15, under the direction of the President, to conduct foreign
No Objectlon To Declassmcatron in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-352-3-7-0
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policy:;nd to advise the Pfesideﬁt as_to'what I bélieve
to be in the best interests of the United States and
world paace. |
Naw, I understandlthat most polls show that I
have an'adequate public support, but this is not the ultimate
test of a Secretary of State.
| Q Secretary Kissihger,.do ydu think that
at sdma_point the United States should or might sell
arms ﬁo-China --'provide any kind of défense
equipment to China?
| A  We have never had any reqﬁest
for the sale of arms to China. We have never had any
‘discu#éiohé with China about the sale of arms. We believe
‘that thé territorial integrity and soveraignty of
China is very important to the world equilibrium, and
we would cbnsider it a érave matter if,this were threatened
by an outside power. But we have never had any defense
dlscusslons with China. I don't foresee any, but
I do have to state our general view that it would not be
taken lightly if there were a massive asséult on China.
| . Q Is it correct, as former Secretary |
Sch1931nger has said, that the State Department withheld

anitathnq for him +mn wviei+ Phinad
No ObjeCthI’] To Declassufncatlon in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-352-3-7-0
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I don't believg that Secretary Schlesinger
said thié; and the only formal invitation to
Secretaij Séhlesinger that was issued happened to coincide
with his departure from the Govérnment so that the
pioblem of withholding it did not arise,

H‘Q | He said that two invitations were extended
previou#iy.i |

A”- Well, with respect to the first ~- I don't

think he said it. T think a member of his

party must have misunderstood; there was no formal

invitation the year before.

.iTQ . Mr. Secretary, if this does turn out to
be your ia5£ year in office, could you look back and think
about ﬁhat might be the major disappointment and major accom-
'plishmeht ;duriﬁg your period as Secretary of State?

A You know, when you arekin this sort of a

positioﬁ;,YOu perform almost like an athlete, in the
sense 6£;£$acting to the series of situations that develop
vary rapidiy. I would think thaﬁ I would be much more‘re“
flective about it after I'm out of office than while

Ifm‘in.office. I would think that the major accomplishment

" would be the attempt to shift American foreign policy

from Q,perbeption that we could do everything simultaneousl’

| No Objection To Dedlassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-352-3-7-0
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to an attempé to reiata 6ur cbmmitments to our means
and our purpbsés_and to our possibilities.
This involved recasting our rélationships 
with allies,‘developing new relationships with adversafies,
and Beginnihg new approaches to the new countries.

' The disappointment has been that in the period

after 1973, the Executive authority of the United

| States was 80 weakened by a series of crises that many

of the building blocks that were in place in 1973 could not
be used as rapidly as I would have hoped, and that

perhaps more energy had to be spent on preserving what

existed than on building what might have been possible.

I could list specific things that were dis-

appointing -~ as you would expect in an eight-year

‘period -~= but if you want it on a general plane, these would

- be what I consider the accomplishments and what I consider

the sadnessgs.

0 B More specifically,-Mf. Kissiﬁger, are
you d;sapéciﬁted that the United States did not establish
full dip;dmafic relations with mainland China before

Mao Tse-tung's death and that perhaps now this periéd is

going to be a longer peridd hecause of the transition that

mainland China is going through?:.
;fNo Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-352-3-7-0
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‘A  I think that the process of normalization is
one to whithWE‘re committed and thch we intend to
carry out. I doﬁ't think it is tied, nor has it ever

been tied by the Chinese,to a personality or to a

‘specific leader. And I believe that that process can

r

confinue‘. _ o

-Q .  When.wil1 iﬁ.bé comﬁleted, or what‘s‘
holding‘it uﬁ now? |

.A.. Well, what has held it up is to discuss

the modalities about the future of Taiwan,

‘which will have to be discussed with the new leadership.

0 'Mr. Secretary --
 PROF, FAIRBANK: We have a half hour.

Is there a last_questicn or two?

Q = fThis is the last, bringing you back to

something else, Mr. Secretary —— if you don't mind.
A One more.
‘Qﬁ 1'11 give a scenario to you. Suppose that

you do get“your_wqalking papers from the electorate in
November. You say you don't know what job you're going
to take. But Most of us, I think, would concede in all

probability you will receive an offer to write your memoires

or write a book on your eight years.
| : No_Obje_ction To Declassification in Full 2011/04/28 : LOC-HAK-352-3-7-0
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On balance, given equal office space and
background, would you rather Jrite that on the banks of the

potomac cr the banks of the Charles? (Laughter.)

A Almost certainly not on the banks of the Potoméc.
(Laughter.) . Where else, I don't know, but almost certainly not

on the banks of the Potomac.

QM. Secretary --

A |  You'i1'getiﬂE last guestion. GO ahecad.
7ou ask a question and let thié lady speak.
| hﬁa'j— vou go ahead. YOu ask your question

first.
Q 0.K. Recently I have read that Mexico was going

to Communism, quoting from one declaration of one of the Senators

- of the Unlted “tates.

ﬂhat is your pomnt of view about that? Do you think
Mexico is really 901na to the Comnmunists?
2 N ibsolutely not. I know Mexico a llttle. I knowvw

its leaders'very well. I know its incumbent President
well, 1 ﬁnow the President-elect well.

| Of course rexico is given to heroic rhetoric,
which‘may’ﬁot alirays be literally understood in the
Unlted States (laughter) -~ but Mexico is not going

towards-Communlsm, and I Know no leader in Mexico who

- has any Communlst blases though, of course, the Mexican

revolution produces a certain sympathy for Third ¥eorld causes

| ‘No‘ Obijection To Declassification in Full 201 1/04/28 : LOC-HAK-352-3-7-0
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and ineyi§§bly_when a country has as powerful a neighbor
as the Uﬁi%@detates, there are going to be many points
~of friction. But the fact is we usually solve cur
‘points of friction. And we have repeatedly rejected this
accusatioh?ﬁhat‘has been made by several Congressmen
-and Senators. '
.6.  Thank vou.
A”': Now this lady has the last question.

A few minutes ago you said that public

opinion polls are not the ultimate test for a Secretary

of State.

2 | O0f a Secretary of State.

Q- Yes, If they are not, what is the ultimate
test?

‘A I think the ultimate test of a Secretary
of State m%«hﬁe obligation of a Secretary of Sﬁagé is to

give his bést judgment to the President as to what is inthe
national iﬁterest. 2nd if he is responsible, he'll understand
that the national interést cannot be separated from the

world interest. The President then has to make the political
decision as to how this judgment can be carried out within
,the.Amﬁriéﬁn:political context. It's the President whé

has to make that decision.

N\oi Objection To Declassification in Full.201 1/04/28 : LOC-HAK-352-3-7-0
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I don't think a.Secretary of State should
take his own pﬁblic opihion polls as to his own
populéri+V. _The Secretary'of State ought to be expendable
and usually is expended ‘(_laughter;') , but he should
not wOrry about hls own popularity primarily. He

*

should advmse tne President. Then the Dre31dent has

to make the judgment. And e entually he'll be judged

by hxstory and whether he's left the world somewhat
more'péaceful and perhaps more progressive than he
found it.

| | A Thank.you very mﬁch.

?RDF.iFAIRBANK: Thank ydu.

* % Kk k K K
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Secretary Kissinger's News Conference at Harvard October 15

Following is the tramscript of a news con-
ference held by Secretary Kissinger on Octo-
ber 15 at Cambridge, Mass., where he
participated in the Harvard East Asia Con-
ference.

Press release 518 date@ October 15

Professor Fairbank: Ladies and gentle-
men, I am John Fairbank, representing
Harvard University. .

Harvard has called this press conference
and is extremely glad that Secretary Kis-
singer is able to come here today, because
we have an interest in East Asia that we
think is absolutely essential to develop in
the public interest. The Secretary is helping
us in this way at our request. We appreci-
ate it very much. I hope each of you will
identify your paper as you ask questions,

Q. Mr. Secretary, what is this Administra-
tion doing at this moment to secure a final
accounting of Amertcan servicemen missing
in action in Southeast Asie, and alzo a com-
ment from you on the cooperation of the
present government in Vietnam on this
matter?

Secretary Kissinger: We have made it clear
to the Government of Vietnam that prog-
ress toward normalization and progress
toward better relations with the United
States absolutely depend on an accounting
for the missing in action. We are prepared
to discuss this with the Vietnamese. We've
had diplomatic exchanges in Paris, and we
expect to start some discussions with them
in the near future on that subject.

Now, so far, the Vietnamese Government
has not been particularly cooperative. They
have been feeding out just a few names to
influence particular decisions. But we think

November 8, 1976
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that as a question of principle we cannot
let the Vietnamese Government blackmail
American families with an anguish that has
been going on for years in order to do
something that they should have done
under the armistice agreement to begin
with.

So we hope that in the future that we
will get a complete accounting for the
missing in action, and that will then permit
progress toward normalization.

Q. Just a followup on that: Is this Ad-
ministration prepared to veto the entrance of
the Government of Vietnam into the United
Nations until this matter is resolved?

Secretary Kissinger: Well, we have vetoed
it before. We have made it clear that we
would veto it before, and the President has
stated that this is a precondition.

Cuba’s Statement on Hijacking Agreement

Q. Mr. Secretary, how is the State Depart-
ment responding to Fidel Castro’s statement
[on Oct. 15] that his country is canceling the
1878 skyjacking agreement with the United
States?

Secretary Kissinger: First, in my speech to
the United Nations I condemned terrorism
as an instrument of national policy pursued
by any nation, for whatever cause. The
United States is not engaged in any activ-
ity of this kind, and the charge by Fidel
Castro that the United States or its govern-

ment or any agency of the government had .

anything to do with the explosion of that
airliner is totally false,

Secondly, we think that it is an act of
complete irresponsibility to encourage hi-
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jacking at this moment at a time when the
—when one of the biggest of human prob-
lems is the taking of hostages that cannot
possibly influence political decisions or for-
eign policy decisions.

And we have stated today, and I repeat
again, that we will hold the Cuban Gov-

-ernment accountable for any actions that

result from their decision.

Q. Mr. Kissinger, the Democratic Presiden-
tial nominee, Jimmy Cuarter, says that when
it comes to foreign policy that you, in fact,
are the President of the United States in that
particular area, that you really have the re-
sponsibility, that President Ford apparently
has very little input in foreign policy matters.
Could you respond to that?

Seeretary Kissinger: 1 will respond to that
question. But could I ask you to—in your
other guestions to leave them out of the
partisan areas. You can mention criticisms
and ask me to comment on criticisms, but
don’t get me into specific references to
personalities. In this particular case I think
I would have to say that this shows that
Mr. Carter has more experience as a Gov-
ernor than at the Federal level,

There is no such thing-—Dean Acheson
used to say that there can be a strong Pres-
ident and a strong Secretary of State as
long as the Secretary of State knows who
is President.

The final decisions are always made by
the President. I see the President three or
four times a week. I am on the telephone
with him constantly. There is no major
decision that is taken which is not made
by the President.

In the day-to-day conduct of foreign
policy every President has to delegate cer-
tain tactical decisions to somebody—+to his
security adviser, to his Secretary of State—
and that, too, has happened with every
President in the postwar period. President
Ford and I have had a very close working
relationship, and it is in the nature of such
a relationship that the points of view of the
two partners merge.

574

But 1t 18 always clear wno 1s ine senor
partner and who is the junior partner.

Q. Mr. Secretary, isn't it true that in a
sense when President Ford admittedly made
a blunder during the second debate with
Jimmy Carter on the Eastern European situ-
ation, that that indicated that he was not on
top of the situation, that he wasn’t aware
fully of certain foreign policy issues?

Secretary Kissinger: No. That indicated
that under the pressure of a debate he did
not make a point as felicitously as he might
have made it, as he has since admitted.

Nobody who knows his record could be-
lieve that on this particular issue he did not
know exactly what the facts were. He had
one thing in mind and he expressed it in a
manner that created the wrong impression,
and he has stated that publicly and has
clarified it.

But there was no misapprehension in his
mind as to the presence of Soviet divisions
in Eastern Europe. And we have been nego-
tiating for years to reduce the number of
those divisions. And he has personally vis-
ited three East European countries.

Q. Mr. President—

Secretary Kissinger: I appreciate the pro-
motion, but [laughter] there’s a constitu-
tional provision against it,

Negotiating New Panama Canal Arrangements

Q. Mr. Secretary, what was your reaction
to Carter's remarks on the Panama Cuanal,
and has that affected the negotiations in any
way? .

Secretary Kissinger: Could you leave
names out of these questions? [Laughter.]

It has not affected the negotiations,
which are just on the verge of resuming.

We have stated repeatedly that with re-
spect to the Panama Canal it is not an issue
between the United States and Panama. It
is an issue of the U.S, position with respect
to the Western Hemisphere and ultimately

Department of State Bulletin
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with respect to all of the new nations in
the world.

If there is a congensus in the Western
Hemisphere on any point, it is that the
existing arrangements in Panama are to be

changed. And if the United States relies .

simply on the physical assertion of its
power—which we have, and of course we
are stronger than Panama--then we are
going to mortgage the possibilities of a
more creative relationship in the Western
Hemisphere.

So therefore the problem is whether we
can assure access through the canal, free
and unimpeded aecess through the canal,
by arrangements different from those that
now exist.

This is the essence of the negotiation,
and I do not think it helps to make extreme
statements in this regard.

Any agreemeni that we make—first of
all, there's no doubt--not one line of an
agreement exists gt this moment. Once a
concept of an agreement is agreed to, it
will be discussed with the Congress. Once
the treaty exists, it will have to be ap-
proved by two-thirds of the Senate.

So there is plenty of opportunity for a
full debate, and it will take an overwhelm-
ing majority to pass it, And we believe that
the negotiations are in the national inter-
est, and 1 believe that any President will
come to the same conclusion that every
President has come to since 1964; namely,
that these negotiations should be continued
and that all possibilities should be ex-
plored.

Q. Mr. Secretary, could you tell us a little
bit about the East Asia Conference and why
it 18 important for you to be meeting with
businessmen? Will you give ug a little bit of
your concept of the role of multinationals in
East Asia?

Secretary Kissinger: Well, first of all, I am
meeting with this conference primarily be-
cause my friend John Fairbank has asked
me to meet with it.-And I did not call the

November 8, 1976
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conference, nor did I have anything to do
with the membership of the conference.

As I understood it, Harvard is calling a
conference of Americans with interests in
Asia and attempting to bring that group
together with faculty members that have
been studying the problems of Asia.

Now, I believe that this is an excellent
idea. I think that Americans who are ac-
tive in Asia ought to understand the cul-
tural, political, and economic conditions of
the area. And I believe that professors who
are studying the area can benefit from
some of the practical experiences which
some of these corporations and others who
are interested in the area have. I have
always believed that one of the problems in
our society is to bring together those who
have an opportunity to reflect about the
problems with those who have to be active
in the area, )

So I have welcomed this opportunity and,
as you know, I am speaking off the record.
I am not using it to make any public pro-
nouncement. I am doing it to help my
former colleagues at Harvard and my old
institution to engage in a worthwhile pro-
gram.

Impact of Change of Leadership in China

Q. Mr. Secretary, could you please tell us
if you or President Ford have plans for visit-
ing the new Chinese leader at any time in
the near future? And could you also give us
your assessment of the kind of relations we
are likely to have with the new government?

Secretary Kissinger: There are no plans
now for either President Ford or myself to
visit China, because while we have no
doubt about the election, there is a certain
decorum about making plans [laughter]
until the results are clear.

It has been more or less an annual event
that the Secretary of State would visit
China at some point during the year, and
that could happen, although no plans exist
now.
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Q. That is not a fact?

Secretary Kissinger: No. Nkomo was rec-
ognized hy all of the movements as the
chief negotiator at the last negotiation, in
February, which broke down.

At this moment, we are meticulously
staying ‘away from indicating any prefer-
ence. And when Mr. Schaufele [Assistant
Secretary for African Affairs William E.
Schaufele, Jr.] visited Salisbury he was in
touch with [Bishop Abel] Muzorewa as
well as with Nkomo, as well as with repre-
sentatives of [Robert] Mugabe.

Aircraft Hijacking

Q. Mr. Kissinger, on the hijacking ques-
tion, do you feel at this point that these inei-
dents of skyjacking will increase? And also,
what can the United States do about it now
that Castro has canceled the arrangement?

Secretary Kissinger: 1 don't want to spec-
ulate what exactly' Castro intends to do
with this arrangement and what it means
with respeet to his actual performance.

Theoretically he could carry out the
same obligations, which is to say to return
the skyjackers without having the formal
obligation to do s0. If he, however, delib-
erately encourages skyjackings to Cuba, it
would be an act of extraordinary irrespon-
sibility. Beecause I think whatever the dis-
putes between countries may be, no country
should use the suffering of innocent people
who, I repeat, have absolutely no possibil-
ity of affecting events for the sort of rivalry
that now exists.

Q. What can the United States do about
that?

Secretary Kissinger: Well, I said we will
hold them .accountable. What we will do
we will have to study.

Q. Dr. Kissinger, because you are return-
ing to help Harvard for the East Asia Con-
ference, would you give any thought to re-
turning to Harvard in any capacity after you
leave office? ’

November 8, 1976
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Secretary Kissinger: Well, this won't be a
problem before 1981, so we will have many
opportunities to discuss this. [Laughter.]

Q. Dr. Kissinger, last night the President
said that Jimmy Carter had slandered the
name of the United States when he criticized
American foreign policy under yourself in
the Ford Administration. How far can a
Democratic candidate go in his criticism be-
fore the President has to go run and hide
behind the American flag to defend against
12

Secretary Kissinger: Well, I consider the
office of the Secretary of State essentially
a nonpartisan office, and I think the candi-
dates have to determine for themselves
how far they should go and what they can
say.

Q. Mr. Secretary, in your answers you gave
before about staying on until 1981-—

Secretary Kissinger: That was a joke,
[Laughter.] That was to demoralize my
staff.

Q. Does that mean you are prepared to stay
with President Ford if he is reelected?

Secretary Kissinger: No. I’ve said repeat-
edly that eight years is a long time—espe-
cially eight years as turbulent as these have
been—that I did not want to state before
the election was over what I would do be-
fore the President has talked to me, but
that on the whole I thought that eight
years is a long time. So I have not made my
final decision. I want fo wait until the
President has talked to me.

Q. Mr. Kissinger, aren’t you in fact saying
you'd prefer to leave, although you will serve
at his request if h¥’'s reelected?

Secretary Kissinger: 1 haven’t really stated
what I will do, because I want to look at
it under the conditions that then exist and
I owe the President the opportunity to dis-
cuss it with me.

Q. Is there any other job you prefer to
take?
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Secretary Kissinger: No.

Q. Mr. Secretary, I'd like to ask you, is it
true that—is it possible that recent arms
sales by the United States to Israel were
motivated by. political considerations before
the election?

Secretary - Kissinger: Well, 1 think the
President has answered this yesterday.
These items have been before the Admin-
istration for several months. They come up
for an almost monthly review, And the
President decided to act because he
thought, as he pointed out yesterday, that
it was in the best interests of the United
States.

Q. Mr. Seeretary, I'd like to follow up on
Mr. Krimer's question of before, since you
satd your answer to that was a joke. Taking
for granted that you will at some point leave
the State Department, would you at that
point consider returning to Harvard? And if
so, have you at any time discussed that possi-
bility with any member of the Harvard ad-
ministration?

Secretary Kissinger: I haven't discussed
it with any member of the Harvard admin-
istration, and I have really not given any
systematic thought to what I'm going to do
when 1 leave thig position. I have taken the
view that after I've announced my resigna-
tion, or after the voters announce my res-
ignation for me [laughter], I can then
make the decision on what I might want to
do. But I think it's inappropriate for some-
body in my office to discuss his future with
anybody until he's resigned.

Q. Mr. Kissinger, I understand the United
Stales is investigating the cause of the erash
of the Cuban plane off Barbados.

Secretary Kissinger: Yes,

Q. Can you tell me who is doing the in-
vestigating, what the investigation has
learned so far?

Secretary Kisginger: To the best of my
information, we have asked the CIA {Cen-

578

tral Intelligence Agency]} to check into it.
I don’t know whether the FBI [Federal
Bureau of Investigation] is making a for-
mal investigation of it.

We have offered the governments con-
cerned any assistance that they might re-
quest, since it did not occur on American
soil. But I can state categorically that no
official of the U.S. Government, nobody
paid by the American Government, nobody
in contact with the American Government,
has had anything to do with this crash of
the airliner. We consider actions like this
totally reprehensible.

The Issue of Chile

Q. Mr. Secretary, speaking of the CIA, the
CIA has been accused by some Southeast
Asia observers of more or less manipulating
the recent military takeover in Thailand.
Now, have the U.S. interests gone so far as to
try to emulate the type of military dictator-
ship that was set up in Chile? Are we talking
about that topic?

Seeretary Kissinger: “Emulate,” you
mean? We have had absolutely nothing to
do with the upheaval in Thailand, and
therefore there's no point comparing it
with Chile, We had absolutely nothing to
do with it. We didn’t know about it before-
hand.

Q. Is Chile still an issue?

Secretary Kissinger: That a;‘bends with
whom,

Q. With the United States, with the recent
car blowup in Washington, D.C.?

Secretary Kissinger: Well, we of course
totally condemn the murder of former Am-
bassador [of Chile to the U.S. Orlando]
Letelier, whom I knew personally and re-
spected even when we had our differences.
We have seen no evidence yet as to who
was behind this assassination. But whoever
was behind it, it is an absolutely outrageous
act.

We also had nothing to do—as the
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Church committee [Senate Select Commit-
tee To Study Governmental Operations
With Respect to Intelligence Activities]
said-—with the overthrow of the Chilean
Government. We had nothing to do with
the military junta that overthrew it.

Q. Despite some of the emdence to the eon-
trary?

Secretary Kissinger: The Church commit-
tee made clear that we had nothing to do
with the military junta. What we were at-
tempting to do was to strengthen the demo-
cratic parties, who in turn had nothing to
do with the overthrow, for the 1976 elec-
tion. That was a different matter.

. @. Can we say without o doubt that the
United States had nothing to do with the
recent bombing in Washington, D.C.?

Secretary Kissinger: You mean of Letelier?
Q. E‘xactly._

Secretary Kissinger: Absolutely.

Q. Thank you.

Q. You mentioned earlier that you're going
to consider your fate following the election,
and perhaps that fate might be decided by
thé voters. How much of an impact do you
yourself feel your performance during the
last eight years will have on this election?

Secretary Kissinger; Well, foreign policy
is inevitably an issue in any election, and
that’s inevitable. These have been eight
turbulent years, I believe that they were
the period in which we had to make the
change from a belief in American omnip-
otence, in which we could overwhelm
every problem with our power, to a period
in which we have had to conduct foreign
policy the way other nations have had to
conduct it throughout history—with a con-
sciousness of a national purpose, a choice
of means-—where we have had to establish
new relationships with old allies, open new
relationships with old adversaries, liqui-
date vestiges of a war which we found,

November 8, 1976

No Objectlon To Declassmcatlon in Full 2011/04/28 LOC HAK 352 3-7-0

and deal simultaneously with a revolution
that is represented by the new nations.

I don’t want to judge myself how effec-
tively all of this has been done, and I don’t
frankly believe that candidates are in the
best position to judge that either, although
obviously they must make their cases.

We will leave to history what the ulti-
mate assessment is, But without doubt, an
eight-year record in foreign policy will be
subject to discussion.

Q. Will you be an asset to Gerald Ford on
election day, or a liability?

Secretary Kissinger: I don't go into the
public opinion or polling business, and I
can’t judge it. My obligation is, under the
direction of the President, to conduct for-
eign policy and to adyise the President as
to what I believe to be in the best interests
of the United States and world peace,

Now, I understand that most polls show
that I have an adequate public support, but
this is not the ultimate test of a Secretary
of State.

China and Woerld Equilibrium

Q. Secretary Kissinger, do you think that
at some point the United States should or
might sell arms to China, provide any kind of
defense equipment to China?

Secretary Kissinger: We have never had
any request for the sale of arms to China.
We have never had any discussions with
China about the sale of armg,

We believe that the territorial integrity
and sovereignty of China is very important
to the world equilibrium, and we would
consider it a grave matter if this were
threatened by an outside power. But we
have never had any defense discussions
with China. I don’t foresee any, but I do
have to state our general view that it would
not be taken lightly if there were a mas-
sive assault on China.

Q. Is it cofrect, as former Secretary [of
Defense James R.] Schlesinger has said, that
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